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I think it is sin for a Hindu to look upon a Mussalman as an
untouchable, and the Hindu ought not to do so, irrespective of
a Mussalman killing or sparing the cow. The Mussalman ought
to be no more untouchable to a Hindu than a Hindu of any of
the four castes is to one of the other. I regard these things as
axiomatic. If Hinduism teaches hatred of Islam or of non-
Hindus, it is doomed to destruction. Each community should
then put its house in order without bargaining with the other.
To nurse enmity against the Mussalman, for the sake of saving
the cow, is a sure way to kill the cow, and doubly sinful.
Hinduism will not be destroyed by a non-Hindu killing a cow.
The Hindu's religion consists in saving the cow, but it can
never be his religion to save the cow by a resort to force towards
a non-Hindu. The Hindus want swaraj in India and not a
Hindu Raj. Even if there Was a Hindu Raj, and toleration one
of its features, there would be place in it for Mussalmans as
well as Christians; it would redound to the credit of Hinduism,
if stopping of cow-slaughter was brought about not by force, but
as deliberate voluntary act of self-denial on the part of Mussal-
mans and others. I would therefore deem it unpatriotic even
to nurse a dream of a Hindu Raj."
Then there is the trouble about music. It is fast growing
every day. A letter I had in Surat says that, as it is not obli-
gatory on a Hindu to play music, he should stop it before mos-
ques to spare the feelings of the Mussalmans. I wish the ques-
tion was as simple as the correspondent thinks. But it is the
opposite of simple. Not a single Hindu religious ceremony can
be performed without the accompaniment of music. Some cere-
monies require the accompaniment of continuous music. No
doubt, even here due regard ought to be had for the feelings of
the Mussalmans. The music may in such cases be less noisy. But
all this can be and ought to be done on the basis of "give and
take". Having talked with a number of Mussalmans in the
matter, I know that Islam does not make it obligatory for a
Mussalman to prevent a non-Mussalman from playing music
near mosques. Nor is such a thing on the part of a non-Mus-
salman calculated to injure Islam. Music should never, therefore*
be a bone of contention.
In many places, however, the Mussalmans have forcibly
sought to stop Hindus from playing music. This is clearly intoler-
able. What is readily yielded to courtesy is never yielded to
force. Submission to a courteous request is religion, submission
to force is irreligioH. If the Hindus stop music for fear of a